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Gnuff by Freddy Milton 


“The Living Past’’ Gnuff applies for a new job and 
Gnicky goes on a too-exciting field trip 
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Sam and Max by Steve Purcell 


“Night of the Cringing Wildebeest” Sam and Max 
have merry fun at the carnival 
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Lizards by Holland & Wilber 


‘Repairs’ Dweezil and Bear continue their quest 
for a way out of Memphis -— preferably flying 


Fission Chicken by J.P. Morgan 


“‘Marketing Experts From Beyond, Part 1”’ At the 
mall, Fish begins to unravel a conspiracy 


Critters #19. December, 1987. Editor. Kim Thompson. Art Director. Doug Erb. Production Assistant. Coco Shinomiya. 
Critters is published monthly by Fantagraphics Books. Inc., and is copyright © 1987 Fantagraphics Books, Inc. 
All characters. stories. and art ©) 1987 thelr respective creators: J. Holland and R. Wilber. Freddy Milton. J.P. 
Morgan. Steve Purcell. Cover separations by Freddy Milton; back cover separations by Coco Shinomiya. No 
part of this magazine may be reproduced without written permission from Fantagraphics Books and the creators. 
No similarity between the any of the names. characters, persons. animals, and institutions in Critters and those 
of any living or dead persons or beasties is intended, and any such similarity that may exist Is purely coin- 
cidental. Letters to Critters become the property of the magazine and are assumed intended for publication 
in whole or in part. and may therefore be used for those purposes. First printing: September, 1987. Available 
directly trom the publisher for $2.00 + 75° postage and handling: Fantagraphics Books, 1800 Bridgegate Street 
Suite #101, Westlake Village, CA 91361. 


EDITORIAL 


A few changes this time around. 
Specifically, the new 
“Speakingstone” serial by Reed 
Waller and Kate Worley has been 
delayed by one issue due to 
Forces Beyond Anyone’s Control. 
(Boy, it’s a good thing I scheduled 
the Waller cover—reproduced at 
the top of the column -— for next 
issue, huh?) Now, that's too bad 
for all of you who've been looking 
forward to this series (and I even 
listed it in our “back issues” in a 
few spots, silly me)...but on the 
plus side, Kate tells me that the 
story has grown from three to four 
episodes in the meantime, so that 
it will finish up in #23, the special 
Christmas issue —details of which 
I'll reveal next issue. 

As a result of this (and another 
scheduling glitch on my part, but 
we won't talk about that one), 
you'll find the first chapter of J.P. 
Morgan's epic “Fission Chicken” 
novel, originally scheduled for 
next issue, debuting on page 22. 
Also, in order to fill a three-page 
gap in the middle of the issue, 
I've called in the Freelance Police. 

Let me explain. A couple of 
months back, I received an 
advance Xerox of the premiere 
issue of Steve Purcell’s Sam and 
Max, Freelance Police from 
Fishwrap Productions (you know, 
the guys who do Fish Police). 
Well, SaMFP was about funniest 
damn thing I'd read in ages. So 
between chortles and guffaws, | 
managed to call up Fishwrap’s 
Steve Moncuse and wheedle 
Purcell’s phone number out of him 
(“for research purposes,” as I put 
it). I called Steve P. and, resisting 
the urge to tell him that Fishwrap 
had sunk into the wine-dark seas 
and Fantagraphics Books was 
going to publish Sam and Max 
now, I told him how great I 
thought his book was and 
suggested that maybe some day 
he could do a little something for 
Critters. He was wildly 
enthusiastic (“well, maybe, | 
guess...”) and so, when it turned 
out I needed a few pages for this 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 32) 
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COPYRIGHT 


Welcome to the Fantagraphics 


ADVENTURES OF CAPT. JACK 


Adventures of Captain Jack #3: 
Part 2 of ‘Sat. Night”: Herman and 
Beezlebub visit the netherworld. 


Adventures of Captain Jack #4: 
Maniacal astronauts and a batty 
back-up strip. 

Adventures of Captain Jack #5: 
“Farmer Fred, I'm In Love With Your 
Daughter” Part 1: Arrival on Janet’s 
planet. (This is the one that drove the 
distributors nuts around the country.) 


Adventures of Captain Jack #6: 
Part 2: Herman and Janet decide to 


‘go away together. 


Adventures of Captain Jack #7: Part 
3: Beezlebub intrudes in Herman and 
Janet's relationship. 

Adventures of Captain Jack #8: A 
daring escape, the Captain in drag, 
and more. 

Adventures of Captain Jack #9: 
Pool hustling with Saturated Fats, and 
the conclusion of the storyline! 


CRITTERS 


Critters #4: Gnuff and Birthright con- 
tinue, Lionheart premieres, and the 
first Ken Macklin cover painting! 


Critters #5: Birthright continues, the 
first Gnuff novel concludes (with a 
cover), plus Stan Sakai’s Nilson 
Groundthumper! 


Critters #6: Usagi Yojimbo tale with 
cover, Birthright concludes, and the 
first Firecracker Jack by Mark 
Armstrong! 


RESPECTIVE ARTISTS: Freddy Milton, Bob Foster, Reed Waller and Kate Worley, Steve Lafie, Stan Sakai, Mike Kazaleh, Milton Knight, Sam Kieth, Steven A. Gallacci, Ty Templeton 


Critters #8: Jack Bunny by cover art- 
ist Mark Armstrong, Templeton Kelly 
tribute, and Lionheart begins. 


Critters #9: Hallowe’en issue with 
Gnuff behind a mask, Lionheart’s 
nightmare, and Dog Boy. 


Critters #10: Usagi Yojimbo cover 
and story, plus the continuations of 
Gnuff and Lionheart. 


Critters #11: Special Christmas 
issue, featuring the conclusions of 
Usagi Yojimbo, Gnuff, and Lionheart, 
plus work by Mike Kazaleh, J. Holland 
and Ron Wilber, Mark Armstrong, Ty 
Templeton, Sam Kieth, Steve Lafler, 
and Ken Macklin. 68 pages! 


Critters #12: Birthright returns, with 
a cover by Gallacci, plus Reed Waller 
and Kate Worley, and Sam Kieth! 


Critters #13: Gnuff cover and 
16-page chapter, plus Birthright, Surt- 
in’ Neanderthals by Mark Armstrong. 


Critters #14: Usagi Yojimbo story and 
cover, plus Birthright and Gnuff 
continue. 


Critters #15: The Blue Beagle and 
Fission Chicken both debut, and 
Birthright races on! 


Critters #16: The conclusion to Gnuff, 
another Nilson Groundthumper, and 
Birthright reaches a climax. 


Critters #17: Lionheart returns in a 
two-part Canadian adventure, plus 
the conclusion of Birthright. 


Critters #18: Leggo Lamb by Jim 
Engel premieres. Also, the conclu- 
sion to Lionheart, and Blue Beagle. 


Critters #19: Gnuff returns in a tale 
of nature gone wild, plus Speak- 
ingstone by Waller and Worley, Sam 
and Max, Freelance Police, Dragons, 
and Fission Chicken. 


Critters Special #1—Nilson Ground- 
thumper and Hermy: Both the Albedo 
stories, plus a new 10-page strip! 


DOG BOY 


Dog Boy #1: Journey off into surreal 
experiences with “Werewolf Bikers”’ 
and more! 


Dog Boy #2: Sir Isaac Newton guest 
Stars as reality unravels. 


Dog Boy #3: Dog Boy shows how to 
publish your own comic book. 


Dog Boy #4: Dog Boy goes to Hell, 
plus Dog Girl invades the White 
House. Guest starring Reagan! 
Dog Boy #5: An experiment misfires, 
and Dog Boy and Benb combine to 
form. ..Dogb! Oh no! 

Dog Boy #6: “Drinkin’ Man's Blues,” 
with a striking painted cover. 

Dog Boy #7: He be Doog Boog. 
Jazzy issue exploring Dog Boy's mul- 
tiple personalities! 


HUGO 
Hugo #1: Milton (Midnite) Knight's 
feline ‘Meets the Baron.” 


Hugo #2: Hugo becomes a car- 
toonist and gets into deep trouble. 


Hugo #3: Hugo is abducted by mer- 
maids and fights sharks. 


MYRON MOOSE 


Myron Moose Funnies #1: Lots of 
goofy snot jokes, plus parodies of Dr. 
Seuss and Uncle Wriggly books. 


Myron Moose Funnies #2: Parodies 
of Batman, Mickey Mouse, The Spirit, 
and lots more. 


USAGI YOJIMBO 
Usagi Yojimbo #1 (2nd printing): 
Usagi journeys tells how he became 
a samurai. Plus: Dennis Fujitake! 
Usagi Yojimbo #2: Usagi goes into 
training and has his first duel. Plus: 
A new strip by Dave Thorne. 


PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING BACK ISSUES. 

All are $2.25 apiece unless otherwise indicated. 

Capt. Jack: (/#3 (#4 O45 OF6 O#7 DFO#8 C49 
C) 6-issue subscription to Captain Jack: $9.00 


Anything Goes: (#3 (#6 
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name 
Critters: 044 #5 O46 048 OF9 OO (411 ($3.75) 
OM2 OF19 O74 OF OMG DAI7T C418 
AI9 (1420 (#21 —T 
©) 12-issue subscription to Critters: $17.00 address 
Critters Special: (141 Hugo: (J#1 (#2 (#3 
Dog Boy ($2.00): #1 O#2 O# O4 OF OM DA 
(J 6-issue subscription to Dog Boy: $8.00 city 
Myron Moose ($2.00): O41 (i#2 (143 
Usagi Yojimbo: (#1 #2 043 (44 (#5 
(Book One: $10.00 state 


C) 6-issue subscription to Usagi Yojimbo: $9.00 
Amazing Heroes ($3.00): (#9 (#42 (#111 
C) 12-issue subscription to Amazing Heroes: $25.00 


The Comics Journal ($3.50): (0473 (#82 (#83 (#99 
() 9-issue subscription to The Comics Journal: $25.00 


NEMO ($4.00): (#21 


NOTE: You must be 18 years or older to order Cap- 
tain Jack, Dog Boy, Hugo, or Myron Moose. 

Send all orders to Fantagraphics Books, 1800 
Bridgegate Road, Suite 101, Westlake Vil- 
lage, CA 91361. Outside U.S. and Canada, please 
add 15% to cover additional postage. Drive care- 
fully, and don't forget to stop and feed the ducks. 


Usagi Yojimbo #3: The continuation 
of “Samurai,” and a “Croakers” strip 
by Don Dougherty. 


Usagi Yojimbo #4: The conclusion 
to Usagi's origin, and the first half of 
a penguin strip by Gary Kato. 


Usagi Yojimbo #5: A one-issue tale 
of silk, treachery, and greed, and the 
conclusion of the penguin tale by 
Kato. 


BOOKS, MAGAZINES, 
AND OTHER STUFF 


Usagi Yojimbo Book One: Every 
Usagi Yojimbo story before Usagi #1 
collected in one handy 160-page vol- 
ume, with a new Stan Sakai cover. 


Amazing Heroes #9: Behind the 
scenes of DC’s Captain Carrot comic 
with Scott Shaw! and Roy Thomas. 
Plus a funny-animal pictorial. 


Amazing Heroes #42: Funny-animal 
issue with Joshua Quagmire cover 
and interview. Plus: Arn Saba on Neil 
the Horse and Dave Sim on Cerebus! 


Amazing Heroes #111: Ty Templeton 
(of Critters) interviewed. It’s funny. 


The Comics Journal #73: Cari Barks 
featured, with long retrospective. 


The Comics Journal #81-82: Mam- 
moth interview with Dave (Cerebus 
the Aardvark) Sim. 


The Comics Journal #99: Long in- 
terview with Arn (Neil the Horse) 
Saba. 


Anything Goes! #3: Featuring a full- 
color Captain Jack story by Mike Kaz- 
aleh, Cerebus vignette by Dave Sim, 
and Cerebus cover by Neal Adams. 
Anything Goes! #6: Cover painting 
by Stan Sakai of Usagi Yojimbo, 
worth the cover price. 

NEMO #21: 28 pages of Jack Kent's 
classic King Aroo strip—a treat for 
classic funny-animal lovers! 
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particular issue, I turned to him. 
The result can be found begin- 
ning on page 13 and it's a hoot. 
Sam and Max, Freelance Police #1, 
on sale right now, is 10 times 
longer and therefore at least 10 
times as funny, so check your 
pacemaker before you sit down to 
read it! 

Hey. remember when I used to 
edit a rag called Amazing Heroes? 
Well, I've wrested control of it 
back from new editor Kevin 
Dooley for the space of one issue, 
and I'm making that issue (#129) 
into a FUNNY-ANIMAL SPECIAL! 
Steven A. Gallacci’s the cover 
artist and feature interviewee 
(and yes, we'll ask him where 
“Birthright III” is); Freddy Milton 
is the second interview; there's 
also an article on the new Mighty 
Mouse cartoon show, a section on 
why funny-animal cartoonists do 
what they do, a funny-animal 
“FirstLook.” and much more, Miss 
it at your peril! 

Okay, enough jabbering. (I even 
had to jump to the back of the 
book to get it all in.) Enjoy the 
issue. And remember — Critters is 
the only funny-animal book 
whose editorials contain more 
parentheses than periods. 

—Kim Thompson 


LETTERS 


To Fantagraphics Books: 

Critters #13 arrived in the mail 
this week, and as usual, it was 
full of all those good stories I've 
come to expect over the last year 
I've been reading Critters. 

I thought “Gnuff” was too long 
and “Birthright” was too short, 
though. I guess I'm partial toward 
Steve Gallacci. 

I noticed a lot of negative 
comments in the letter column 
about issue number #8, so I dug 
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out my copy and read it again—it 
was okay as far as I'm concerned. 
Gary Johnson 
New York, NY 


See, Noel? It was “okay”! So there! 
—K 


Dear K.T., 

Steve Gallacci's “Birthright II” is 
great! When will “Birthright III" be 
due? 

Zack Mays 
Griffin, CA 


Well, it’s possible there won't BE a 
“Birthright Ill,” Steve tells me. He 
may just leave it where it ended last 
time around. So there. (All screams 
of protest will be forwarded to Steve, 
fear not.) Read AMAZING HEROES 
for full details. Maybe. 

Cute drawing. And here | thought 
all you did was write letters about 
“Birthright.” —KT 


Greetings from “Down Under”; 

Let me firstly offer my heartiest 
congratulations for the success of 
your magazine. Before encounter- 
ing Critters, I had largely ignored 
comics as a form of art. Steve 
Gallacci and Stan Sakai soon 
cured me of all that and I am 
now a devoted fan of both. Which 
brings me to my point. “Birthright 
II” has been ruined for me by 
being printed on the new, lower 
grade paper. One of the strong 
points of Steve's art is the delicate 
shading and textures which he 
adds to the brushed figures, and 
this has been almost totally lost 
on the grayer shade of paper. 
Since Usagi Yojimbo is now 
coming out as a hardback 
collection, may I please put in my 
vote for the same sort of treatment 
for “Birthright” and “Birthright II"? 

Paul Kidd 
Melbourne, Australia 
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Sure. Personally, | sort of enjoy the 
way the grayer paper softens up 
Gallacci’s shades, but since I'm the 
Mr. Moneybags who decided on the 
cheaper paper, my opinion on this 
matter might be suspect. We may be 
experimenting with yet a third kind 
of paper soon, somewhere between 
the stock we're using now and the 
stock we used to use. —KT 


MIKE ROYAL 


Dear People, 

Say. “Birthright” is a really 
interesting story. ..Everything 
uprooted...Actions in disarray... 
Time flowing sideways. ..So 
puzzling. (Hee hee). [Okay, okay, 
I'm sorry about the damn pages 
being run out of damn order already. 

—KT] Seriously, though, it’s a 
shame some folks insist on 
playing armchair casting director 
when they seek entertainment. I 
don't quite understand their 
argument, though — Is it that 
“funny animals should know their 
place” or “Don't peddle soup in a 
can labeled fruit cocktail”? 

“Fission Chicken” was great — 
Timing, delivery. ..Just perfect. 
There will be more. And a quick 
stroll through Nostalgia Park... 
Anybody remember No Ducks? 

No? Oh well. Whine. Whine. 
Whine. 

Mike Royal 
Los Angeles, CA 


And snivel, snivel, snivel back at you 
too. Sure, | remember NO DUCKS. 
Doesn't everyone? Hope you like this 
new “Fission Chicken” story. You 
wouldn't believe the crap I've had to 
put up with here at Fantagraphics 
Manor to get the thing into print. 
Sometimes it's tough being years 
ahead of the pack. 

Thanks for the drawing. | hope the 
delicate tones you used on it 
reproduce on this lousy paper. Only 
kidding. The paper is fine, folks, 
really. —KT 


Dear Kim and fellow Critters 
readers, 
Hoo-boy! I didn’t think my 


“inky” comment would cause such 
a stir. I assure you that it was 
meant in good humor to some of 
my penciler friends out there. I'm 
sorry if I offended Mr. Alexander. 
Broad generalizations of groups of 
people is not the smart way to 
go—a lesson | have learned, and 
so should Mr. Wagner in his 
stereotyping of Elfquest fans— 
Steve Gallacci, myself, and 
Wendy and Richard Pini happen 
to be friends. 

And just to show I'm a good 
sport about all this, enclosed are 
two drawings: one in pencil, and 
one in ink. The pencil is Shannon, 
one of my “in the works” charac- 
ters; the other is, of course, Cap’n 
Jack and my lady, Felicia. For the 
interested, the pencilling was 
done by Mike Kazaleh. What a 
guy! 

I won't say what I know behind 
the ending of “Birthright II” but if 
you're looking for anything more 
of the adventures of young Prince 
Alfon, it may be a long while. But 
then again, who knows—I'm not 
telling. 

Sincerenly, 

Mike Higgs 
Fantasy Studios 
Terre Haute, IN 


MIKE HIGGS 


Everyone seems to have some kind 
of opinion or inside track on 
“Birthright Ill,” doesn’t he? Thanks 
for the drawings—I'm reproducing 
only one of them, the Shannon one, 
because I'd like to encourage people 
to do their OWN stuff rather than 
borrowing other cartoonists’ charac- 
ters. Also, your inking is a little on 
the undistinguished side, especially 
when one compares it to Mike 
Kazaleh’s graceful brush strokes. Try 
again! —KT 


Dear Kim, 
Here are the Noodle Awards for 


Critters (up to #16): 

BEST ISSUE: 12 

WORST ISSUE: 8 

BEST STORY: “SpeakingStone” 
and “Birthright” (tie) 

WORST STORY: “Firecracker 
Jack” 

BEST COVER: all Ken Macklin’s 

WORST COVER: all Stan Sakai's 
(no ‘fense Stan) 

BEST IDEA: Printing fans’ 
artwork 

WORST IDEA: lack of new 
artists 

idiosynchronous trait: being a 
true anthology by never having 
all of one type of story/art- 
work/artist/theme set 

SPECIAL CREDIT TO: Kim 
Thompson, for holding it all 
together. 

Noel Tominack 
Indian Head, MO 


Thanks for the memories. As for the 
“worst idea” being the lack of new 
artists, | beg to differ, Noel. Just in 
the last seven issues covered in your 
“survey,” issue #11 introduced Ron 
Wilber and J. Holland; #12 intro- 
duced Reed Waller and Kate Worley; 
#15 spotlighted TWO new artists (Tim 
Fuller and J.P. Morgan), while last 
issue premiered Jim Engel and this 
one does the same for Steve Purcell. 
That's six new people or teams in 
seven issues—and I’ve got work on 
hand from two more CRITTERS 
“virgins,” Bob Conway and William 
Van Horn, among others. 

If you mean brand new artists 
rather than just new to CRITTERS... 
well, all | can say is that anyone who 
comes along and looks half decent 
I'll snap up in a minute. —KT 


Dear Kim, 

Okay, I am confident that I 
speak for myself and many others 
when I saw that we want a “Birth- 
right III.” We can't just be left out 
here with no idea as to what's 
gonna happen to the Royal 
Family. I can honestly say that 
I'm a Gallacci fan, tried and true. 
So Steve, Kim, or whoever is in 
charge of these things, PUH-leeez 
don't leave me in the dark! I want 
more! 

I'm rather surprised that “Birth- 
right II” took such a different turn 
than that which I had predicted. 
But then, I had no idea that in the 
next issue Captain Hiot Ki and 
company were going to show up. 
Naturally, the appearance on 
these “aliens” would disrupt 
things somewhat. Although I'm 
not going to make that my excuse 
for being wrong as to the motives 
of the Counter-revolution. I had 
made my predictions after 
reading the first episode of “Birth- 
right II” remember. so there was 
lots of room for error. 

“Blood From a Stone” was 
another among the many captiva- 
ting items that you've published. 
Holland and Wilbert make a good 
team. I'm hoping to see a lot more 
of their stuff in the future. 

“Lionheart” is always a good 
item to flip back to. Everyone 
needs a little something 
“cartoony” once in a while. 


You made a good point back in 
issue 16 about the problems 
facing the independents. In the 
aftermath of the black-and-white 
explosion, the publishers are 
suffering as a result of a reduced 
consumer demand. The readers 
are finding that just because 
something is in black-and-white, 
it doesn’t necessarily make it a 
“hot” item. (Although to a true 
fan, whether an item is “hot” or 
not makes no difference. He/she 
reads the comic for the sheer 
enjoyment.) The collectors are 


ERIC BLUMRICH 


being more cautious when buying 
their comics. They buy the first 
issue and stop there; it rarely 
makes a difference if it is good or 
not. If they don’t shoot up in 
value, most comics are doomed to 
crash. 

And so, a lot of good stuff is 
suffering out there because of a 
weak showing in Overstreet’s. This 
is wrong for the obvious reason 
that this “price war” is distracting 
from the main idea that comics 
are to be fun, and enjoyed. 
Comics are not “big business” and 
are too often looked at as such. 

And who suffers? The little guy. 

With this letter you'll find a 
drawing I thought you might like. 
I thought about giving it a cliche 
name like “one of the dogs of war” 
or something like that, but I 
thought better of it. 

As always, keep up the good 
work! 

Eric Blumrich 
Fayetteville, TN 


Hey, darn fine job there, Eric. Maybe 
a LITTLE over-rendered (it’s tough to 
make out some of the shapes), but 
you've got a really nice sense of 
light and shadow. 

As for what happens to the Royal 
Family—well, MIKE Royal has a letter 
and piece of artwork in this 
issue. ..but | guess that’s not what 
you meant, is it? —KT 


